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~ What'’s on this spring

Mar 3 Church Open Day 11 am -2pm (St Mary’s)

Mar 7% Benefice Supper and Talk: 7.15pm (VH) with
Relate speakers on ‘Why Marry? Why Not?’

Mar 10" “The Hillbilly Goats’ Gruff” 2.30pm (VH)

Mar 17"  ‘Village Pub’ social evening (VH)

Mar 27" Wappenham PCC AGM, 7.45pm (Village Hall)

May 12"  Antiques Roadshow event (VH, thc)
Thc Quiz Night (VH)

Regular Events

Chapel service 10.45am Sundays

Church service 11am Sundays (St Mary’s)
Infant Church: 1st Saturday in the month at
10 am (St Mary’s), ie: Mar 3rd; Apr 7th
(Easter Saturday); May 5th; June 2nd
Ladies’ meetings Wednesdays. 2pm on: Mar
21%, Apr 18", May 16™ (chapel)

Coffee mornings (Chapel): see board outside for update
Table tennis team practice Sun eve (VH)

Short mat bowls, Thurs 2pm (VH)




FROM THE EDITOR

Well, it seems hard to think that by the time this comes out it
will be spring — it’s snowing hard, and the windfall apples are
being fought over by the birds,
especially the fat speckled
fieldfares, who only appear when it
snows and boss all the others about.
Some fine specimens of snowmen
have been built — see right; and
there has been lots of sledging -
happy memories of when winters
were like this more often!

Thanks very much to the sponsors for this issue, who are:

NSS PC Workshop; Iron Maidens; The New Inn, Abthorpe;
The Old Dairy Farm Craft Centre and its Barn Restaurant, and
the Bell Plantation. | do appreciate all your support for this
and forthcoming issues, and I’m sure our readers and
contributors do as well. 1 am now offering reduced rates to
sponsors who pay for appearing in 4 consecutive issues: see
inside back cover for details. This is an excellent way to make
sure people remember your company!

Thanks also to our contributors, who have made this a
particularly lively issue. Keep it coming! For anyone wishing
to contribute to the June newsletter, the copy deadline is

May 10™. Please send contributions to me or email them to
me at wappenham@tiscali.co.uk,

Thanks - Jane




NOTICES

We are delighted to announce the arrival of our
beautiful baby daughter.

Isabella Daisy was born at the Horton Hospital
on December 23rd at 2:55 pm weighing in at 8lb :
20z. Both Mum and baby came home on Christmas Eve and
are healthy and doing well.( Except Mum and Dad could do
with more sleep!)

We would welcome any visitors at any time, especially other
Mums and Dads with young children - Isabella’s older
brother Harry is 3 and a half - as we try to get to know some
families in the village. Happy New Year to you all.

Fiona and Frank Kinner

MOBILE LIBRARY TIMES AND DATES
Greenside — 2.50-3.05

Helmdon Rd - 3.10-3.25
Dates: 15" Mar, 5™, 26™ April, 17" May

WIZ

Wiz is the Wappenham email contact group.
To join, send an email to wappenham@tiscali.co.uk




NEW WAPPENHAM VILLAGE WEBSITE

After a couple of months of design
and editing, Wappenham's newly-
revamped website has finally been
launched.

e The old website created with
FrontPage was becoming hellish, and was no longer
compatible with the host server, so to make my life easier |
created a new website using Dreamweaver. Quite a time-
consuming task, but in the long term, it will be much easier to
update and modify.

If you have visited the website before, you will notice that not
only the design has changed, but also that some of the pages
have been added and others removed. Thanks to Jane H,
many new ‘old photos’ have been added to the Photo Album.

If you would like to add something to the website, such as
photos, events, articles, news items, your business details,
stories, and so forth, please send the information to
wappenham@tiscali.co.uk; I will be more than happy to post
your contributions.

The website address is
http://www.northantsvillages.org.uk/wappenham/

Dianne W
Webmaster



WAPPENHAM ANTIQUES ROADSHOW

The Friends of St Mary’s are organising this event, probably
to be held on 12™ May in the Village Hall — see posters for
confirmed date and venue. Experts in their field will be there.
So why not fish out those things from the attic you thought
may be worth a fortune and have them valued? You could be
right!!

Contact Di W for details nearer the event.

SPONNE SCHOOL REUNION

This year will be 30 years since three ex-
pupils: Julie Sykes, Alison Penfold and 4 =
Melanie Walsh, left Sponne School. These three ladies are
organising a reunion to take place at Sponne School on either
14™ July or 21° July, whichever date is most popular.

They would love to hear from any ex-pupils who attended
Sponne between 1972 to 1977 (1st - 5th form, as it was then).
Alternatively, if there are any parents still in the locality
whose children attended Sponne during this period, could
they please let their now grown-up children know of the
reunion, or alternatively relay contact details for these
ex—pupils? The reunion will last from 7.00pm until 11.00 pm.
The aim is for a fun evening, reminiscing about Sponditz
days. The ladies plan on having some background music but
not a disco, as there will be a lot of catching up to do after 30
years!

The ladies plan to provide wine, beer and some form of
nibbles, nothing too elaborate, and with the hire of the hall,
admin. costs and public liability insurance, they estimate a



small cost of between £5 and £15, depending on the number
of people who attend. Obviously the more who come, the
cheaper it is for everyone! These ladies really hope ex-pupils
and teachers alike can make it, as they feel it will be fun to
catch up with everyone after all this time.

Please telephone or email Melanie Bignell (nee Walsh) to
register your interest, or sign up on the Friends Reunited
website (refer to 'School Reunions' web page).

Email: wappenham@tiscali.co.uk

LETTERS
Re. ‘The Perennial Problem’

| was pleased to see an entry in the last issue of the
Newsletter concerning dog fouling. In the same
vein, can | make a similar plea for those that
drop litter on our pavements? | cannot be the only
one who has noticed recently (November 2006) the
guantity of Foster’s Lager cans liberally scattered
around a wide radius of the Village Hall. Some had
just been dropped (presumably when the contents
had been consumed) whilst others had clearly been
lobbed, and now reside in the middle of hedges etc.
where they cannot be easily retrieved. Just as those that allow
their dogs to foul public areas can be fined, perhaps we
should have fines for those that drop their own waste on our
streets or, better still, make them pick it up? I suspect,
however, that the culprit(s) do not live in Wappenham and
therefore this eyesore will not offend them.

John Bond



A New Problem....

There is graffitti on a 'For Sale' board in the village and also
the rear of the Village Hall has come under attack.

Would you please check whether your son/daughter or their
friends have access to a red spray-paint canister before our
beautiful village resembles an inner-city housing estate.

Many thanks, Anon
RIE
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On the evening of Tuesday 19th December

there were strange sounds in Wappenham. Was it Farmer
King’s sheep, or Farmer Jones’ cattle? Was it aliens or was it
Farmer Wilson’s pigs? No, it was Carol Singers, lulled into a
false sense of harmony by Penny and David Gill’s mulled
wine and sausage rolls, ‘singing’ around the village.
Everyone was very generous sending them on their way, and
£103.50 was collected for the Children’s Society.

Many thanks to all those who were brave enough to open
their doors, and a prior warning: they will be back next year.
Eliza Bond

FOR SALE

PEDAL ORGAN (dark wood with matching seat)

Made by D W Karn & Co. Woodstock, Canada in the 19th
century.

Large, attractive piece of furniture.

All offers considered - Buyer must collect.

Contact - Renee W or email wappenham@tiscali.co.uk




KATHLEEN ESTHER LAWRENCE, 1925-2006

Kathleen was born on 19" October 1925 in
Carcroft, South Yorkshire.

She moved down to Lois Weedon in 1947 as a

nursery nurse to care for twin brothers Robert and Edward
Thompson. First she cycled to Brackley to worship, then
found the chapel at Wappenham, where she met Eric, who
happened to be playing the organ that night. He walked her
home and invited her to attend Slapton Chapel the following
Sunday.

From then on, true love flourished and they married on 14"
November 1950 at the Methodist Chapel, Gold St,
Northampton. They started married life at 2 School Lane,
Abthorpe, and then moved to Wappenham a few years later.
They have 3 children, 4 grandchildren and 2 great-
grandchildren.

Kathleen was one of the founding members of the new
Independent Evangelical Church at Slapton and Wappenham.
Throughout her life, she honoured her Lord with loving
service, whether in the chapel, the village or the home. She
was a good Christian lady and loved helping and caring for
others.

Jane Callow



VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Hiring of the hall has fallen off
recently now that we are in the
thick of winter. However, the
committee have a few social
events organised for the coming
months.

Firstly, there will be a troupe of professional puppeteers
visiting on Saturday 10th March at 2.30pm with their own
version of the well -loved tale ‘The Billy Goats Gruff’. It's
called “The Hillbilly Goats’ Gruff’ and has a country and
western flavour. Reports of the show are very favourable, so |
do hope that you'll bring the whole family along! It's suitable
for those aged four and over. Tickets are available from the
shop and cost £4 for adults and £2 for children, or
alternatively a family ticket can be purchased for £6.

Unfortunately the 'Village Pub' didn't get off the ground in
December, but we are planning to hold a similar event on
Saturday 17th March which just happens to coincide with St
Patrick's Day - so there may be Guinness on offer!

Finally, after our last highly successful Quiz, we are planning
to hold another one in the near future. We are just waiting for
the confirmation of dates from our expert quizmaster.

Posters will be put up around the village when the date has
been clarified.

All the best

Jenny Szczerbowski
Village Hall Secretary



ROOTS

Life is full of surprises!

Although | come from County Durham and
my husband from Wiltshire, we started our married life in
Northamptonshire, because of his new job at the Plessey
factory in Towcester.

We lived in rented accommodation in Northampton and
Towcester, until we were finally able to buy our own house. It
was this search that led us by chance to Wappenham, where
we found our present home -two cottages in need of
renovation. We moved in, in 1971, and gradually converted
the two into one. It was hard work, and took a long time, but
we felt very fortunate to bring up children in this peaceful,
rural spot.

As far as we knew then, we had no connections with this area
and no relatives living nearby, so it was quite a surprise to
find out much later, that a relation of mine had lived in
Northamptonshire in the late 1800s. Not only that, but he had
been born at Pittams Farm, right here in Wappenham! His
name was Charles Timothy Dodwell.

This has inspired me to try to find out a bit more of my family
history. These days, with the internet, and TV programmes
showing celebrities tracing their roots, I’'m hoping it’s not too
difficult.

Have YOU done it? Is it easy to do? I'd like to know and
perhaps other readers would too.

Renee Watt



WAPPENHAM’S HISTORY AND SAMMY DASHER

There is a tenuous link between the three people from
Wappenham who have recently deceased.

The first, Elsie Thompson, was born in the village; her father
was Frederick Jones, a farm worker, who died in the 1940s.

The second, Peter Jackson, came to the village in the mid-
1960s, and lived in the house called The Laurels, where Fred
Jones had once worked, and, some say, where his ghost still
lives! While living at The Laurels, Colonel Jackson bred a
horse called ‘Sammy Dasher’, which won the Supreme in
Hand Championship for Hunters at the Horse of the Year
Show in 1974,

‘Sammy Dasher’ is the link to the third person who has
recently died in the village, Kathleen Lawrence. Her husband
Eric is the son of Gilbert Lawrence, and the grandson of
Samuel Lawrence, always known as ‘Sammy Dasher’.

Legend has it he got the nickname because of the ‘brio’ with
which he handled his steam engines through the village.
Kathleen’s mother-in-law was born in Wappenham; her
maiden name was Florence Abigail Jones — and, yes, that’s
right, she was one of Fred Jones’ sisters! (The son of another
sister fought at Arnhem with Peter Jackson, but that’s another
story!)

Small world!

Eileen Robbins



[Ed: I heard that David Taylor from Pittams Lane ran a Rock School
and occasionally used the Village Hall for it, so | asked him to tell us
about it — here’s his reply.]

TOWCESTER ROCK SCHOOL

Towecester Rock School started in a small
way back in 1994.

| had taught electric guitar in the area for
several years, and was becoming frustrated with the lack of
opportunities in schools for those young people who wished
to play rock and pop music. Richard Edwards, the Head at
Nicholas Hawksmoor School in Towcester, was supportive
right from the start, and allowed me to visit his school every
week at Friday lunchtime and work with four or five young
musicians. Having the opportunity to work together with a
teacher gave them the confidence and experience to perform
in public. This they did on several occasions in school and at
several events in and around Towcester.

This was great for those young people who went to Nicholas
Hawksmoor, but what about those in other schools? With this
in mind, | opened a Saturday afternoon Rock School at
Sponne School and later again at Nicholas Hawksmoor,
which gave the older students an opportunity, and allowed us
the chance to involve students from many different schools.

| remember in the early days, Robert, (one of my students
who was always involved in sports at his school) saying how
much he enjoyed the opportunity to meet and work with
people of his own age, from other schools, in a non -
competitive way. So | have always tried to encourage this
whenever possible, by mixing students from different schools.



We have students from the age of 6 years to 18 years. The
older students help the younger students to develop. This
they do by both working as helpers and by setting an example
in concert performance of what can be achieved. We are able
to find opportunities for any level or type of musical skills,
but find that the majority of our students play guitar, electric
bass, drums, piano/keyboard or sing. Our aim is to use the
music to give young people the confidence and independence
that will help them in life.

We have always held a concert at the end of every term, to
allow all students the opportunity to perform in front of an
audience. In addition to the end of term concert, we try and
arrange an outside concert at a suitable public place around
half term, so as to give the older and more experienced
members of the school the opportunity to test the real thing.
This term we have taken eight bands to the Chicago Rock
Café in Banbury for an afternoon. They and the public
thoroughly enjoyed the occasion.

Alongside this we have entered groups and individuals in
local music festivals every year since 1996. We have had
success at The Northampton Festival of Music & Drama. Also
the Rotary Club have put on their own Music Festival every
year, which we have always supported, at which our
students have had success on a regular basis.
‘==, Our bands have twice in recent years won
awards at the National Festival of Music for
Youth held at the Royal Festival Hall in London
and Birmingham.

We have performed at the National Rock and Pop Festival
held at the NEC for the past six years. This is a fantastic
opportunity for young people having the opportunity to play
in front of a thousand people. With the help of professional



sound, lighting and cameras, the bands have a wonderful
opportunity to experience what it feels like to be in the big
time. Local boy Luke Watson from Home Manor Farm played
there in 2005.

Recent members of Towcester Rock School, from
Wappenham, are Julian & Laurence Fitton-Swan.

We have recently opened other Rock Schools for school age
students during weekday evenings in Brackley, Deanshanger
& Middleton Cheney. Last September we started a new Rock
School in the Village Hall especially for adult students;
however this has proved so popular that we have had to
move to Towcester on Wednesday evenings.

If you would like further information please contact me on
wappenham@tiscali.co.uk.
David Taylor



TWAS THE MONTH AFTER CHRISTMAS.ﬁ




[and perhaps Easter too? Ed.]

‘Twas the month after Christmas,
and all through the house
Nothing would fit me
not even a blouse.

The cookies I’d nibbled,
the eggnog I'd taste
at the holiday parties
had gone to my waist.
When | got on the scales
There arose such a number!
When | walked to the store
(less a walk than a lumber)
I’d remember the marvellous
meals I’d prepared,
the gravies and sauces
and beef nicely rared..
The wine and the rum balls,
the bread and the cheese,
And the way I'd never said,
“No thank you, please.”
As | dressed myself
in my husband’s old shirt,
And prepared once again
to do battle with dirt,
| said to myself, as | only can,

Contributed by Julia Hart.

“You can’t spend the winter
disguised as a man!”
So — away with the last of the
sour cream dip,

Get rid of the fruitcake
every cracker and chip.
Every last bit of food that I like
must be banished
Till all the additional
ounces have vanished.

I won’t have a cookie-
not even a lick,

I’ll want only to chew on
a long celery stick.

I won’t have hot biscuits,
or cornbread, or pie,

I’ll munch on a carrot
and quietly cry.

I’m hungry, I’'m lonesome
And life is a bore
But isn’t that what January is for?
Unable to giggle, no longer a riot
Happy New Year to all
and to all a good diet!



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Notes from the PC Chairman:
Dear All

After another very polite
reminder from the Editor, | am
sat here wondering what to say
to you all. Not that itis a ‘slow
news day’ or anything!

| mentioned briefly in the winter newsletter that so much
activity in the village is done on a volunteer basis, and
thanked our Editor for this newsletter and Clive for Wiz.

| absentmindedly forgot our very able Village Website
designer, who has been very busy of late, and within the past
few weeks has launched the ‘new-look’ Wappenham website.
Take a look some time at
www.northantsvillages.org.uk/wappenham - you may want
to contribute!

While speaking of volunteering, | have news that we may be
on the cusp of appointing a new Parish Clerk — I won’t hold
my breath just yet, but hopefully things will progress as we
anticipate.

Just one planning update: the owners of 6 High Street applied
for planning and Listed Buildings planning for alterations
internally and externally. These were accepted with
comments by the Parish Council, but latterly turned down by
SNC.

It appears that our ‘Affordable Housing Needs Survey’ is
likely to take place in the spring once SNC have filled their



staffing shortages and re-aligned the position of ‘Affordable
Housing’ in line with the Local Area Development
Framework.

Wappenham is still at the forefront of ‘Project Pathfinder’
and, at the last full council meeting, we met with Kathryn
Smith of ACRE. The meeting was to summarise our
achievements to date and, more importantly, to examine in
detail those actions from the Village Action Plan which still
need addressing, or additional issues that have arisen since
the original plan was drafted. The key issues were
summarised as:

* Retention of Village Shop/Post Office
» Transport Infrastructure

* Housing Needs Survey

» Support of Village Hall and its activities
» Parish property ownership

There are obviously other issues in the Parish that need to be
looked at, but the objective was to focus on just a few key
targets in order to keep the VAP focused and manageable.

| am sure that many of you will have read in the newspapers
or heard on the news that on the 14™ December, Trade &
Industry Secretary Alistair Darling announced major changes
to the subsidy structure of the Post Office network.

The current support deal finishes in 2008, and his
announcement has led to intense speculation that up to 3000
more Post Offices will close. We as a village, and our
neighbouring villages, who all use the shop, need to try and
ensure that our Post Office is not amongst the next round of
closures.



I will let you know how things progress, but watch for the
Parish Council meeting minutes, or even better, why not
come to a meeting and find out firsthand what is going on.

With kind regards

Paul Featherstone

WAPPENHAM’S DUBIOUS ANCESTORS...
(sent in by Michael Payne)

“Many inquisitive investigators end up discovering
illegitimacy, bigamy, adoption and previously unknown
relatives, as well as criminals. There is a simple reason why
rogues, as well as royalty, tend to turn up regularly: they
leave stronger traces, as highly-detailed public records were
kept by the police and courts.

Maurice Kellner, a county officer for Genuki, the genealogical
body for the UK and Ireland, reports how he helped a woman
in Tasmania seeking facts about her family connection to the
village of Wappenham, near Towcester. He found that one of
her ancestors had been sentenced to be transported to
Australia for committing unnatural acts with a cow.

“I’m not sure if she was grateful or not because she never contacted
me back,” he says”.

From the Times Online. To view, see:
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,8123-
2434913,00.html
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CHURCH NEWS

Remember, you were a stranger

Some years ago, | did a quick survey of the most common
themes on the religious Christmas cards | had received that
year. | discovered that the Wise Men figured most
prominently. This could be for a number of reasons — use of
bright colours, ethnic composition, and variety of settings,
stars and so on. In the Christian calendar the season of
Epiphany, most commonly associated with the Magi,
although also marking the baptism of Jesus and the water
made into wine, is a commemoration by the church of the
manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. Epiphany actually falls
in January, but the story of the Wise Men is often included in
the Christmas tableau. | am guilty of this particularly when
with young children.

It is interesting to think of the circumstances of the arrival of
the Wise Men in Jerusalem. Did they speak the native
language? Were they conversant in Hebrew and Aramaic?
Did they have enough financial support to pay their way?
Were they so exotic that they drew a crowd? Did local people
try to drive them away because of their ‘foreignness’? Was
there any racial tension? Were they accused of draining the
resources of the city? (I was intrigued to learn from a BBC
Radio 4 programme that it is in part due to extremely wealthy



immigrants from Eastern Europe buying expensive property
in London, that housing prices have risen dramatically.)

These questions could well apply to them, as it does to
today’s asylum-seekers and refugees. Yet God bound his
people with rules concerning treatment of foreigners,
reminding them that they, too, were once strangers in a
foreign land. As they were redeemed from their suffering,
so it is incumbent upon us to welcome the stranger.
(Deuteronomy 24: 14,17, 22)

‘Tacheback’

Many of you will have read in the last Astwell
Benefice Quarterly News (Dec ’06 — Feb *07) that
| have been growing a moustache to raise funds
for the charity Everyman run by The Institute of
Cancer Research in support of research into
testicular and prostate cancer. | am very grateful
to all those who have generously given me
money and will be calling upon others shortly to collect
sponsor money. | hope to announce how much has been
raised in the next Quarterly News.

Wanted for Charity

Coats, scarves, gloves and toiletries wanted for
NAASH (Northampton Association for
Accommodation for the Single Homeless - Lois

Weedon’s link charity) and for The Hope Centre
(Wappenham’s link charity). Please get in touch with me.

Used postage stamps are requested for both the Katharine
House Hospice near Banbury and The Shaftesbury Society,
Radstone’s link charity. Please leave in the box in church.



Confirmation

The Brackley Deanery Confirmation Service is to be held on
May 14" 2007 and not as previously recorded. | apologise for
the error. The service will, however, take place at St Mary and
St Peter’s Lois Weedon, as announced. Classes will begin on
Sunday 25" February 07 from 4 to 5 pm. If you are interested
please get in touch with me or any member of the Ministry
Team.

Vital Statistics

From Sunday 7" January to 25" February, we shall be
recording the attendance at all services held across the
Astwell Benefice. This is part of a deanery project set up by
the diocese to map the pattern of attendance by individuals.
Our plan is to be very open about the process and to invite
churchgoers to support the research by recording their own
attendance at every service. | am very grateful to folk for
being sympathetic to the survey, as the data has proven to be
very valuable where it has been collected in other dioceses.

Bumper Attendances

Infant Church

It has been so encouraging to see high numbers in church
over the past month or so. Infant Church on the first Saturday
in the month continues to attract a good congregation. These
are always such a pleasure to lead, with mums, dads and
grandparents joining in.

Advent Sunday

What a joy it was to have Bishop Frank with us on Advent
Sunday, and to have a packed church. The benefice choir was
significantly enhanced by members from Wappenham, which
undoubtedly played a large part in the high choral standard
achieved! This was to be repeated at the Christmas Carol
Service.



Christmas

Not only did we have a bumper band of carollers this year
raising funds for The Children’s Society, but the Christingle,
Candlelit Carol and Christmas Day services also enjoyed
large congregations. It was a joy to be part of the festive
season in Wappenham.

Baptisms
- The welcoming of a child into the Christian faith by
(" baptism is an occasion to be celebrated with

solemnity and great joy.
It was a joy for me to baptise young Molly Hague on
2" December 06 and my colleague Reverend John
Hall will have felt the same when he christened

4" v = Henry and Edmund Koe on 10™ December ’06.

Astwell Benefice Supper Meeting

Wednesday 7th March 2007, 7.15 for 7.30 pm, at Wappenham
Village Hall. Good food, conversation and talk entitled:
"Why Marry? Why not?”” by Tina Poke & Jenny Webster from
Relate. All are welcome.

Contact Jean Spendlove.

With my belated very best wishes for 2007.

God bless,

Will Adams, Rector



AN INVITATION TO AN OPEN CHURCH DAY,
SATURDAY 3RD MARCH, BY THE FRIENDS OF ST
MARY THE VIRGIN

The Friends — a new venture

The beautiful church of St Mary the Virgin has been a part of
village life and a peaceful place for Christian worship over
many centuries. The Friends of St Mary the Virgin has been
set up to look after the fabric of the Church, so that it will
continue to stand for years to come. The Church building
belongs to everyone, so the Friends’ first step is to invite you
to come to an Open Church day - details over the page.

What needs to be done?

The Church has stood for 800 years and each generation has
looked after it and made it ‘fit for purpose’ for their times.
The 21* century is no different. So what are the projects that
need tackling now?

The Church Clock
The clock dates from the 1600s and its history has been

- described in previous newsletters. In
2004 the Diocesan Clocks Advisor
wrote that the clock was ‘of national
importance’. We need almost
£15,000 to bring it back to life. To
date, we have raised and been
pledged generous donations of
£10,500, WhICh means we just need another £4,500 to complete
this project. Bids for grants are being made.

Kitchen Area and Toilet

A kitchen area for the preparation of coffee and teas is
proposed at the north west corner of the Church, and a toilet
cubicle to go inside the Tower. All the work will have to be in



keeping with the character of the Church, but it does seem
possible, and would make it a much more welcoming place to
Visit.

Become a Friend?

If you wish to support our work in
maintaining this valuable part of
our heritage, please do subscribe as
a Friend for only £12 a year. As a
Friend, you will be kept up to date
with projects and results, as well as
receiving early invitations to some
special events and private viewings

Pictured: the Friends of St Mary the Virgin committee: Jane Betts (chair),
Dene Ayres, John Bond, Eliza Bond (PCC representative), Sarah Proctor,
Anthony Tucker and Di Watts. The Rev Will Adams and Rev Dorothy
Micklethwaite also attend.

of works as they proceed. You will also know that you are
helping to safeguard a historic building for future
generations.

Church Open Day Saturday 3™ March

To help launch the Friends, you are invited to an Open Day in
the Church between 11am and 2pm on Saturday 3" March.
There will be displays of plans and an opportunity for
everyone to get involved.

Future events to support the Friends’ work for the Church
include the ‘Antiques Roadshow’, as mentioned elsewhere,
and a session of the BBC Northampton Gardening
programme to be broadcast from Wappenham later in 2007.

Jane Betts (for more info. contact wappenham@tiscali.co.uk)



LOOK WHAT I FOUND.

A few days before
Christmas, | went for a
walk along the Syresham
Road to just past Mrs.
Tarry’s farm entrance and
| picked up this lot on the
way back from there.

The thing that is so annoying to me is that nearly all of this
rubbish had been put in Tesco carrier bags, then the handles
had been tied together before being thrown out of a moving
vehicle. This of course causes them to burst open on landing,
or the animals pull them apart. But what made me most cross
was that two of the bags | picked up, well, you didn’t have to
be Inspector Morse to see that whoever had left them must
have got out of the car to put them where they were. Why oh
why not take them home???

My neighbour saw me arrive back. While we talked | asked
him why? His thinking on the matter is that as the bags are all
to do with drink and McDonalds-type food, they are too
scared to put it in the bin at home. This could make sense.

Oh, by the way, Ed. Just in case your other reader is thinking,
”Why ever did he take a wheelbarrow for a walk, as most
normal people take a dog?”, | find the barrow so much better
than a dog, simply because with a dog | would have to walk it
every day, feed it and clean up after it. 1 don't get covered in
hairs. A dog would only carry one bit of stick home instead
of all this rubbish! Also, if | get tired, the barrow is as
comfortable as an armchair to sit in! Then, at night, I still
have my big teddy to cuddle in front of the fire!

Brian Peart



SAFE’N SOUND IN SOUTH NORTHANTS n
Are you concerned about energy bills this winter? b

Would you like to feel safer about the dangers of crime in
your own home?

Do you have a properly-working smoke alarm?

Have you concerns about falling, or managing the medicines
you have to take?

Safe’n Sound aims to help householders feel safer from the
dangers of fire, crime and the cold, as well as live more
warmly and healthily in their own homes.

Grants and subsidies are available to help fit home insulation
and central heating systems that will keep houses warmer, at
the same time lowering domestic fuel bills and helping the
environment.

The programme offers free smoke alarms, door chains and
low energy light bulbs, supplied and fitted by the Fire Service
or by Care & Repair Daventry and South Northamptonshire.

If you would like to benefit from any of the services offered
by the Safe’n Sound programme; if you think you could help
promote the project in your area, by spreading the word and
putting us in touch with local people; or if you would simply
like to know more, please cut out and complete the Enquiry
Form on the next page and send to:-

Safe 'n Sound, The VVolunteer Centre, Moat Lane,
Towecester. NN12 6 AD and we will do the rest.

Barron Walton



Safe 'n Sound information request form:

South Northamptonshire Council Environment Division
for information and advice on energy saving measures and home
insulation.

Northamptonshire Police Crime Reduction

for advice on home security.

Door security chains, door viewers and intercom systems are
available.

Northamptonshire Fire & Rescue Service
for a home fire risk assessment and the supply and fitting of free
smoke alarms.

Northamptonshire Primary Care Trust
for advice on health matters.

Care & Repair

for practical help and advice on home repairs for elderly and
disabled homeowners.

South Northants Volunteer Bureau

for full information about the project

The information here will be recorded electronically and shared with
appropriate agencies so that an appointment to visit can be arranged.
Agency personnel will visit your home in order to offer advice and
guidance to try to improve safety and energy efficiency and to fit
appropriate measures as requested by you. All information will be kept
confidential within the project partners.




WHY NOT SIR BRIAN OR EVEN SAINT BRIAN?!!

| was sat in my rocking-chair reading a book about
Fred Dibnah MBE, which I had for Christmas.
What a great character he was. | quite agree
with the Queen inviting him to Buckingham Palace
to honour him, but for me there are too many
sports people, actors and the like who receive
honours for just doing their job, and a good many
being paid very well to do it. Why not someone like me
for all I have done to help the environment and stop global
warming!!

Let's see what you and your other readers think, Ed.

Well, first of all, I don't have a passport, so | do not need any
of those planes that are going on holidays polluting the sky all
day and every day. Secondly, | don't have a mobile phone, so
all these masts that are giving people cancer that live near
them can all come down. This will also stop brain damage
through using a handset and also stop people from being on
the phone while driving. Look how much better the world
would be with what | do so far, or perhaps it should be what |
don't do. It was so much better before mobile phones and this
texting every one. For instance, as | sit writing this, at the back
of my desk there is a pile of letters that my children, Sally and
Simon, wrote to us when Sally was at UnlverS|ty in

London and when she was on a year's teacher

training in Germany. Simon was in the Army at

Tidworth and out in the wilds of Kenya. If | feel
a little down or fed up with my own company |
often read one of them and it paints pictures of
times gone by.




But my favourite one is a Deepest Sympathy card which says
inside, "It is hard for us to say goodbye. It was a great time.
We hope we can see you again soon. Special thanks for the
fun and love we got from all of you." There are a lot of hearts
drawn on it as well. This was sent by two young German girls
who came to stay on a student exchange in July 1986!! Just
imagine if that was today. They would have sent a text, which
within a couple of days would have been forgotten. | most
likely wouldn't have known about it. | hope when my time
comes for me to go to ride my motorbike in the sky, the
children will get these back to read again.

Next, transport. | have a fairly economical-to-run car, but I am
very lucky as 18 months ago | up-graded my motorbike to
one which is so much fun to ride that | do 90 per cent of my
motoring on it. This is very good for me and the environment,
as | don't wear out the road or cut up the banks. | don't cause
traffic jams or cause parking problems and never park on the
footpaths. I can carry two people, which is all most cars do
and | can carry my shopping. Not that | have to do that as |
do most of it in the Village Shop. But best of all, for every 3
gallons of fuel I use in the bike, | would need four and a
guarter to do the same mileage in the car.

What do you think of an MBE so far Ed?! [Ed: Well on the
way!]

Next, heating. In the winter of 05/06 | used to keep the house
warm all the time, Just in case one day the doorbell (sob)
would ring (sob). Then, when | would open the door (sob)
someone would say to me, "Got the kettle on?" (sob) "I just
called to see how you are getting on" (sniff sniff) but it never
did happen. Just a minute while I find my hanky. So this
winter | turned all but my sitting room and bathroom
radiators off. | also don't put these on, unless it's really cold,
until | start to prepare my evening meal. If it's still a little cool



by the time | am ready to sit down to eat | do the
same as C S Lewis and his brother did in
Shadowlands, which, by the way, is still my favourite
film, based on a true story. They put on their
housecoats, not make up a roaring fire. The good side
to this is the amount of fuel | have saved. The
downside is Lesley grumbles that it is too cold when
she comes to see me. | have suggested we sit a little closer for
warmth and | could also see the clues to the crossword we are
doing, but that didn't seem to go down too well!!

Then there's the electric: |1 have now got all low energy bulbs
where possible. | used to leave the lights on around the house
all the time, but now | only have the ones on in the room | am
in. | always turn the telly off at the set now. | very seldom use
the outside light, as if | wave my arms about as | come out of
my door it triggers my neighbour's light!!

There is much more, Ed but that's surely enough for a Sir
Brian don't you think? I'm afraid | will have to miss the Saint
Brian bit as being so good has brought the Mr Hyde side out
of me as | get so cross when out riding on my bike | see
church steeples and the like lit up like Christmas trees.

Cutting back on my energy consumption like | have has not
changed much in what I do, just more in the way of how | do
it. If the situation is as serious as we are led to believe, then
the public section of government should turn all flood-
lighting off public buildings straight away, maybe just being
lit up for special occasions. This might make the ordinary
public think, "Well, perhaps it is serious. We had better try to
do our bit to help”. Just telling us on TV to do it won't work.

But be careful. This energy-saving can be a dangerous game.
When | cleared out my attic to lag it | fell through the



bedroom ceiling! Well, one leg did. The rest of me went very
heavily on to the beams, which caused me to say something
like "Oh dear me!" and certain parts of my anatomy to change
colour over the next few days.

What do you and your other readers think?
(Perhaps Sir Brian in 2008?7??)

Brian Peart

[Ed: Answers to Brian’s question are welcome in the next issue!]

WAPPENHAM AND ABTHORPE SCHOOLS, AND OUR
OTHER POSTIE! (From the Abthorpe website)

John Lawrence, one of the excellent team of postmen/women
who serve Abthorpe so well, has recently provided the
answer to a question that is often asked in these parts. When
did Abthorpe School close? John, now aged 55 and a postman
since 1972, explained that when he was born his parents lived
at 2 School Lane here in our village. When he was five, he
attended Abthorpe School, where Mrs Locke was the
Headmistress. But as the cottage his family were living in was
tiny and not large enough for their needs, his father Eric
swapped it with John's Auntie Carrie Wills for her larger
place in nearby Wappenham.

After they moved, John attended
Wappenham School, where Miss
Gilkes was Headteacher. But as
Wappenham School only had 12
pupils and Abthorpe had a similar
number, the Northamptonshire
County Council declared both schools g




to be uneconomic and closed them both at the end of the
summer term of 1960. John and all the children from both
schools transferred to Silverstone.

When Wappenham School closed, all the pupils were
presented with a Book of Common Prayer, inscribed inside
the front cover with a certificate signed by the Rector and
Chairman James D Smythe plus all the other Managers —

G Gasson, MJ Wilson, LG Keen, MV King and GE Wilson.
John, who later attended Towcester Grammar School - one of
the schools from which Sponne Technology College was
formed - is proud to show people his inscribed prayer book
that reminds him of a very happy period in his childhood.

John Riches

[For a picture of the Prayer book with signatures, see Abthorpe’s
website www.abthorpe.net, along with this article.]




WAPPENHAM THEN AND NOW: 2. Kings Corner
(Courtesy of Olive Wheeler and David Mera)




NEW INN, ABTHORPE
Tel. 857306

GOOD PUB FOOD
SERVED DAILY,
TUESDAY TO SATURDAY
12-2pm and 5-8pm.
TRADITIONAL SUNDAY
LUNCH SERVED 12-2.30.

NEW: 2 COURSES FOR £5 - SERVED TUESDAY TO
SATURDAY LUNCHTIMES.

BOOKING NOT ALWAYS NECESSARY.
QUIZ NIGHT MARCH 3,

Gifts, Books, Greeting Cards,
Outdoor Clothing, Poultry Centre
L arge Selection of Plants
Furniture & Barbecues
Our experienced staff are happy to help with your shopping

Bell Plantation Garden Centre

Telephone: 01327 354126

Adjacent to the A43/A5
Roundabout, Towcester




‘iron maidens
Est 2001
Fully insured
... "'the completeironing service'

Free Collection & Delivery am or pm, to your Home or Office

Express same-day service available on request

One-offs Always Welcome

For moreinformation or to arrange a collection

Telephone 01327 831235 or 07976 987123

The newsletter now offers
you reduced yearly rates ie
4 consecutive issues.

Yearly rates
One page, 4 issues: £185

Half page: £90
Quarter page: £45
Single issue rates

One page: £50
Half page: £25
Quarter page: £12.50
Email

wappenham@tiscali.co.uk
for details. One page is A5
size.




The Old Dairy Farm Craft Centre

Upper Stowe, near Weedon, NN7 4SH Tel 01327 340525

LAMBING WEEKENDS SPRING 2007

Sats ang1 Surt1hs: March 1t0hth, 1%”‘,
Eg i

Open 10am-5pm Free Parking

Watch the Lambs Being Born
All under cover, but bring your wellies and a warm coat
Other attractions (free entry):— Barn Restaurant & Tearoom, Gift Shops,
Art and Craft Gallery, Ladies’ Classic Clothes, Lingerie,
Children’s Clothes and Toys, Sweet Shop, Florist and Plants.

Open daily 10.00 - 5.00.
Delightful stone barn with log fire.
* Morning coffee, lunches and teas
» Sunday lunches
* Home-cooking, using fresh
vegetables, free range eggs and
local meat
* Qutside catering
* Celebration and novelty cakes
* Private parties at the restaurant

Old Dairy Farm Centre, Upper Stowe,
nr Weedon, NN7 4SH (follow signs
from Ab5)

Tel 01327 349911

Email: thebarnrestaurant@yahoo.co.uk




